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Cicil Society

Participatory Project connects 
People from the Danube Countries

Whether they be young or old, scien-
tists, students, housewives or mecha-
nics: Since January, more and more 
people between Donaueschingen in 
the Black Forest and Sulina on the 
Black Sea have been crocheting a rib-
bon. The idea is to make leftover yarn 
in all Danube countries into chain 
stitch ribbons that, put together, are 
as long as the Danube itself: 2857 ki-
lometres. 

In mid-February, a first part was com-
pleted: The crocheted ribbons collected 
at different stations in and around Ulm 
had a total length of over 100 kilome-
tres. And more and more people are 
finding the enthusiasm for the action 
contagious, as initiator Carmen Stadel-
hofer reports. That way, the ribbon will 
be colourful in many ways. It expresses 
the bond between the countries, people 
and cultures along the Danube. It is also 
a sign of international understanding, 
the willingness to cooperate in Europe 
and to pull in the same direction. The 
project “Die gewollte Donau” (Ger-
man: The woollen or wanted Danube) 
enables people to participate and get 
together without sharing a common 
language. It gives incentives to discover 
the people and cultures, the history and 
politics along Europe’s second-longest 
river. What is more, the project for the 
first time allows many people from dif-
ferent backgrounds to contribute to a 
highlight of the International Danube 

Festival 2014: At this occasion, squares 
knitted from the crocheted ribbons will 
be assembled into a giant carpet in the 
shape of the Danube’s course in front 
of the Ulm Minster. The individual ele-
ments of this collective work of art will 
be sold by auction. The revenues will be 
used to invite guests from civil society 
organisations in Southeast Europe to 
the Danube Festival and to support so-
cial, ecological and cultural initiatives 
along the Danube. That’s because the 
participatory project aims at sustainabi-
lity: It’s about aiding civil society initi-
atives in the Danube countries and cre-
ating links between them – before, after 
and during the Danube Festival 2014.
In many locations, the crocheting ac-
tivities are accompanied by events on 
literary, musical and political topics. 
Classes from all types of schools take 
part, as do senior and intergenerational 
clubs; grandmas crochet together with 
their grandchildren. For every meter 
counts!

The project is coordinated by the asso-
ciation “Institute for Virtual and Real 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Learning in the Area of Adult Educa-
tion at Ulm University” (ILEU). It is 
funded by the Ulmer Bürgerstiftung 
(Citizens’ Foundation Ulm) and the 
Baden-Württemberg Foundation.
www.diegewolltedonau.de 
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